
 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Benefice of Old Shoreham and Kingston Buci 

The Churches of St Nicolas, St Julian and St Giles 
www.saintnicolas.org.uk                               www.parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

Children: Sunday School in the Parish of Kingston Buci meets at 10am on the 

2nd Sunday of the month at St Julian’s and on the 3rd Sunday at St Giles in the church 

hall at the beginning of the service then moves to the church for communion. 

Messy Church is on the 4th Saturday of the month at St Giles’ (3pm). 

Need a lift to Church? Please let us know 
Large print service books are available. Please ask at the door. 
There is an induction loop for those using a hearing aid. 
 

 

 

 Newsletter 
 

For Sunday 2nd January - Epiphany 

 

 

http://www.saintnicolas.org.uk/
http://www.parishofkingstonbuci.wordpress.com/
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Today’s Worship 
 

Collect 

O God, 

who by the leading of a star 

manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: 

mercifully grant that we, 

who know you now by faith, 

may at last behold your glory face to face; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 60.1-6  

‘Arise, shine; for your light has come, 

   and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 

For darkness shall cover the earth, 

   and thick darkness the peoples; 

but the Lord will arise upon you, 

   and his glory will appear over you. 

Nations shall come to your light, 

   and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

Lift up your eyes and look around; 

   they all gather together, they come to you; 

your sons shall come from far away, 

   and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. 

Then you shall see and be radiant; 

   your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 

because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 

   the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

A multitude of camels shall cover you, 

   the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

   all those from Sheba shall come. 

They shall bring gold and frankincense, 

   and shall proclaim the praise of the Lord. 
 

Second Reading: Ephesians 3.1-12 

This is the reason that I Paul am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles— for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that 

was given to me for you, and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, 

as I wrote above in a few words, a reading of which will enable you to perceive my 

understanding of the mystery of Christ. In former generations this mystery was not 
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made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and 

prophets by the Spirit: that is, the Gentiles have become fellow-heirs, members of the 

same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 

 

Of this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was 

given to me by the working of his power. Although I am the very least of all the 

saints, this grace was given to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless 

riches of Christ, and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for 

ages in God who created all things; so that through the church the wisdom of God in 

its rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the 

heavenly places. This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried 

out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have access to God in boldness and 

confidence through faith in him. 

 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 2.1-12  

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 

from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king 

of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 

homage.’ When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 

and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 

where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it 

has been written by the prophet: 

“And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 

   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search 

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 

also go and pay him homage.’ When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 

ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 

place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 

mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-

chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by 

another road. 

Post Communion Prayer  

Lord God, 

the bright splendour whom the nations seek: 

may we who with the wise men have been drawn by your light 

discern the glory of your presence in your Son, 

the Word made flesh, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Readings Sunday 9th January – Baptism of Christ 

First Reading: Isaiah 43.1-7 

Second Reading: Acts 8.14-17 

Gospel: Luke 3.15-17,21,22 

 

 

 

For Your Prayers 
 

In the Anglican Communion we pray for the bishops, clergy and laity of the 

Province de L’Eglise Anglicane Du Congo 

In our Diocese we pray for all Workplace Chaplains: Industrial; Fire; Police; 

Ambulance; Coastguard; Airport; Prisons; Schools’ Colleges and 

Universities 

In our Benefice Prayer Cycle for the Mother’s Union and residents of Park Side, 

Truleigh Way, Tottington Way, Ashlings Way 

Those in need of our prayers specifically at this time: John Ramsden, Anna, 

Hannah, Paula, Roddy Stevens, Evie Orman, Dennis Still, Clare, Carol Tabrah, Roger 

Titley, Ella Hutt, Bob and Barbara, Jocelyn Andrews, Rosie Rowson, Chris Thrower, 

Robin Mitchell, Jean Maundrell, Colin & Margaret Hyder, Pauline Roberts, Sue 

Bartlett, Jim Lilley, Joan Martin, Carol Hall 

Those who have died: Jeremy Buckwell 

Those who we remember at this time of the year:  Les Baker, Cynthia 

Bradshaw, Joyce Coleman, Les Alden, Joy Bainbridge 
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Reflection 

So we celebrate the arrival of the Magi to offer gifts to the Child Jesus   This 

celebration has many customs associated with it so I thought this year we might look 

at the tradition of Blessing our Homes at this time of the year  

The Epiphany blessing of chalk and homes is a centuries old tradition where priests 

would visit each home in their parish after the Feast of the Epiphany. Over time it 

became more difficult to accomplish such a feat as parishes became larger and larger 

and priests were stretched thin. For this reason it became an accepted tradition that 

a member of the household is able to lead this blessing in place of the priest. 

The blessing has biblical roots, deeply tied to the Jewish festival of Passover in the 

book of Exodus. 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt … “take some of the blood [of the 

lamb], and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat them. 

They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall 

eat it … The blood shall be a sign for you, upon the houses where you are; and when I see 

the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall fall upon you to destroy you, when I smite 

the land of Egypt.” (cf. Exodus 12:1-13) 

It is no coincidence that the Epiphany blessing is traditionally written on the lintel 

of the main doorway and even some of the prayers echo God’s words of 

protection that he gave to Moses.  

While the Epiphany blessing was not given in the same manner as it was to Moses, 

the Church provides it for our own spiritual benefit. The Church desires our 

salvation and so gives us this opportunity to link our two homes that of the church 

and our everyday dwelling place  

Our task, like the wise men is to show Jesus in our corner of the world. By marking 

our homes, we show that we welcome Christ and the wise men. We also invite 

others to discover something of Christ in their own lives. 

I wish you all a very Happy and Blessed New Year  as well as a safer one for you and 

your family  

Rev Pat  
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The Marking of houses with Blessed Chalk 

Following the Epiphany Blessing of Chalk 

The lintel of the main door of the house (and other doors at will) is marked by a senior 

member of the household in the following way: 

 

20 +K +M +B 22  

 

while saying the following prayer: 

  

The three wise men      

Kaspar  (write the K)   Melchior (write the M) And Balthasar (write the B) 

Followed the star of God’s Son who became man 

Two thousand (write 20)   and Twenty-Two years ago. (write 22) 

May Christ (add the three +)   bless our home and remain with us through 

the new year 

Almighty God, incline your ear. 

Bless us and all who are gathered here. 

Send your holy angel 

Who will defend us and fill with grace 

All who dwell here. Amen 

Then add the words near the main door  “Orate pro nobis” (Pray for us) and to 

decorate the names with three crowns. 
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Intercessions  

Today the wise men knelt before our Saviour. 

Let us also kneel to worship him with great joy, 

and to make our prayer to his heavenly Father. 
 

Father, the wise men came from the east to worship your Son: 

grant to Christians everywhere a true spirit of adoration. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Father, your Son is the King of kings and Lord of lords: 

grant an abundance of peace to your world. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Father, the Holy Family shared the life of the people of Nazareth: 

protect in your mercy our neighbours and families, 

together with the whole community of which we are part. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Father, your Son was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor: 

show your love for the poor and powerless, 

and strengthen […and all] those who suffer. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Father, the wise men presented to your Son gold, incense and myrrh: 

accept the gifts we bring, 

and the offering of our hearts at the beginning of this new year. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Father, you are the King of heaven, the hope of all who trust in you: 

give to […and all] the faithful departed 

the wonders of your salvation. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Rejoicing in the fellowship of wise men, shepherds and angels, 

and of the Blessed Virgin Mary and Saint Joseph, 

we commend ourselves and all Christian people 

to your unfailing love. 
 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.Amen. 
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Notices 

 

Covid Guidance:  

Face coverings must now be worn in church and please make sure to 

respect those of us who are still nervous about close contact. We hope 

that we can continue to look out for all who are still nervous about coming 

to church. 

The government are suggesting people take a test before going to an 

event or potentially busy place. This might be the case for some of our 

Christmas services as they tend to get fairly busy. You can find more 

information about lateral flow testing on the link to the council below.   

https://www.adur-worthing.gov.uk/coronavirus/testing/#lateral-flow-testing-at-home  

   

St Nicolas Flowers. A big Thank You for the generous flower donations to enable 

us to decorate St Nicholas and also to the wonderful 'flower ladies' who put so much 

effort into making the church look beautiful. Wishing everyone a very happy, healthy 

2022. Sue Bartlett 

 

The Shoreham Philosophical Society is holding it’s inaugural meeting on 

Tuesday 11th January 7.30pm at the Red Lion. We hope to be a place where we can 

discuss the big questions of life in a relaxed atmosphere over a drink or two and 

some food. We'll be asking "What is existence?" There will be a short talk of about 

15-20 minutes to get us started and then time for discussion. Finally, we'll have a bit 

of a chat about the format and content of possible future meetings. We're hoping to 

meet monthly on the 2nd Tuesday of the month. Fr James 

 

The Children’s Society Collection: We collect annually for the Children’s 

Society through donations at our Christingle Service, which this year will be at St 

Giles on December 18th. However, Gift Aid envelopes and collecting boxes will be 

available in all our Churches. The society is over 140 years old and runs vital services 

to keep children safe and help them through their toughest challenges. Please support 

them this Christmas if you can. Gill Calderhead  

 

Pop up Coffee and Morning Worship resumes at St Giles. Join us for coffee and 

freshly made cake on Fridays from 9am. Morning Worship begins at 10am where we 

pray, sing and explore the readings appointed for the day. 

 

Kingston Buci Sunday School restarts again this month on the 9th January 10am at 

St Julian’s Hall and 16th January 10am at St Giles Hall. Children of all ages welcome. 

Parents may stay if they wish. 

 

https://www.adur-worthing.gov.uk/coronavirus/testing/#lateral-flow-testing-at-home
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Messy Baptism This month we will be celebrating a baptism at Messy Church on 

22nd January 3pm at St Giles Church. All are welcome to join us for the baptism 

service and activities around the theme of baptism. 

 

First Communion Preparation We will be running a preparation course for 

children who are in Key Stage 2 (or about to enter KS2 this summer) The course will 

be on a weekday TBC directly after school 3-4.30pm in St Giles Hall. We are 

planning to offer a school pick up and children can then be picked up from St Giles at 

4.30pm. The course will introduce how we worship and what it means to share 

communion in preparation for their First Communion on Easter Sunday. Please speak 

to Fr James or Revd Pat if you are interested. 

 

Confirmation Preparation We are also running a confirmation preparation 

course beginning on 3rd February for 5 sessions to introduce the main elements of 

faith. This is open to anyone age 16+ interested in Confirmation in March (date TBC) 

More details to follow. For anymore details please speak to Fr James or Revd Pat.  

 

School Sign-up: If your child is starting school in September 2023 it is important 

that you sign off your attendance at one of our main services (St Nics: 8.30am or 10 

am; St Julian or St Giles: 10am or Messy Church). You will need to attend at least 

once a month for 12 months to meet the attendance requirement for St Nicolas & St 

Mary’s Primary School. If your child is starting in September 2022 please talk to Fr 

James to arrange for your form to be signed. Forms will need to be signed by 15th 

January 2022. 

 

And finally a short personal note: I am running a birthday fundraiser for Adur 

Community Cafe which provides a hot, healthy and wholesome meal on a pay as 

you can afford basis on Fridays out of Shoreham Methodist Church. If you would like 

to support me and them please consider donating here: 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/adur-community-cafe. Fr James 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/adur-community-cafe
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This Week’s Diary 
 

Sunday 

2nd January 22 

 

8.30am 

10am 

10am 

6pm 

St Nicolas 

St Nicolas 

St Giles 

St Nicolas 

Eucharist 

Parish Eucharist 

Parish Eucharist 

Evensong 

PA 

PA 

EH 

PA 

Wednesday  9.30am St Nicolas Eucharist PR 

Thursday 10am St Julian’s Holy Communion (BCP) JG 

Friday 9-11.30am 

10am 

St Giles Hall 

St Giles 

Pop up coffee 

Morning Worship 

 

Sunday 

9th January 

 

8.30am 

10am 

10am 

St Nicolas 

St Nicolas 

St Julian 

Eucharist 

Parish Eucharist 

Parish Eucharist 

JG 

PR 

JG 
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Contact Details  
 

Fr James Grant  

Rector 

01273 979811 

vicar@saintnicolas.org.uk  or 

vicar@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

 

Revd. Pat Alden  

Hon. Assistant Priest 

07710 283710 

01273 276190 

pat@looksouth.net    

 

Mr James Askew 

Authorised Lay Minister (ALM) 

07934630249 

askew778@btinternet.com  

 

Mrs Sue Bartlett 

Churchwarden, St Nicolas 

01273462951 

sdbusr1948@gmail.com  

 

Mrs Gillian Powell 

Churchwarden, St Nicolas 

01273 464372 

g.y.powell1@ntlworld.com  

 

Mrs Tina Robertson  

Churchwarden, St Julian 

01273 870111/ 07738 620340 

Tinarobertson99@yahoo.co.uk  

 

Mrs Penny Joseph  

Churchwarden, St Giles 

01273 389629 

penejos@gmail.com  

 

Anna Askew 

PCC Secretary, Kingston Buci 

askew778@btinternet.com  

 

Kingston Buci  

Church Office 

01273 593167 

office@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

 

for Hall bookings: 

St Julian’s Hall: 

Mrs Tina Robertson 

07731 860041 

hallsadmin@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

St Giles’ Hall: 

Mrs Sarah Ringshaw 

01273462100 

stgileshall@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

 

For Safeguarding enquiries or concerns: 

St Nicolas Church 

Mrs Gill Powell 

01273 464372 

St Julian’s Church 

Mrs Gillian Kavanagh-Clarke 

07867 302044 

safeguarding@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

St Giles Church  

Mrs Sarah Ringshaw  

01273 462100 

sarahelaine70@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

Notices for the Weekly Newsletter to 

Elaine Ireland 

(emireland@ntlworld.com) - deadline 

Thursday @ Noon 

http://www.saintnicolas.org.uk & 

www.parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

OR visit us on Facebook

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:askew778@btinternet.com
mailto:sdbusr1948@gmail.com
mailto:g.y.powell1@ntlworld.com
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:askew778@btinternet.com
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
http://www.saintnicolas.org.uk/
about:blank
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