
 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Benefice of Old Shoreham and Kingston Buci 

The Churches of St Nicolas, St Julian and St Giles 
www.saintnicolas.org.uk                               www.parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

Children: Sunday School in the Parish of Kingston Buci meets at 10am on the 

2nd Sunday of the month at St Julian’s and on the 3rd Sunday at St Giles in the church 

hall at the beginning of the service then moves to the church for communion. 

Messy Church is on the 4th Saturday of the month at St Giles’ (3pm). 

Need a lift to Church? Please let us know 
Large print service books are available. Please ask at the door. 
There is an induction loop for those using a hearing aid. 
 

For Sunday 12th December 2021  

 Advent 3 – Gaudete Sunday

 

 

http://www.saintnicolas.org.uk/
http://www.parishofkingstonbuci.wordpress.com/
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Today’s Worship 

 
Collect  

O Lord Jesus Christ, 

who at your first coming sent your messenger 

to prepare your way before you: 

grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries 

may likewise so prepare and make ready your way 

by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, 

that at your second coming to judge the world 

we may be found an acceptable people in your sight; 

for you are alive and reign with the Father 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

 

Readings  

First Reading: Zephaniah 3.14-20 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! 

Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!  

The Lord has taken away the judgements against you, he has turned away your 

enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no 

more. On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your 

hands grow weak. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; 

he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult 

over you with loud singing as on a day of festival. I will remove disaster from you, so 

that you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all your oppressors at that time. 

And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change their shame into 

praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the time 

when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples 

of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 

 

Second Reading : Philippians 4.4-7 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to 

everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 

Gospel:  Luke 3.7-18 

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You brood of vipers! 

Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. 

Do not begin to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell 
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you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the 

axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good 

fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’  

 And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he said to them, 

‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has 

food must do likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, 

‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount 

prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ He said to 

them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be 

satisfied with your wages.’  

 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by 

saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 

not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 

and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and to gather 

the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’  

 So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 

 

Post Communion: 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for these heavenly gifts; 

kindle in us the fire of your Spirit 

that when your Christ comes again 

we may shine as lights before his face; 

who is alive and reigns now and for ever. 

 

Readings next Sunday:  

First Reading Micah 5.2-5a 

Second Reading : Hebrews 10.5-10 

Gospel:  Luke 1.39-45[46-55] 
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For Your Prayers 
 

In the Anglican Communion We pray for  the bishop, clergy and laity of The 

Anglican Church of Canada 

 

In our Diocese We pray or the Administration Team, Zoe Smith, Micaela Mitchell, 

Wendy Harding, Jonathan Dorman and Alan Bates 

 

Within our local community we pray for the Shoreham Foodbank and the 

residents of Cypress Close, Erringham Road, Downside Close 
 

Those in need of our prayers specifically at this time: John Ramsden, Anna, 

Hannah, Paula, Roddy Stevens, Evie Orman, Dennis Still, Clare, Carol Tabrah, Roger 

Titley, Ella Hutt, Bob and Barbara, Jocelyn Andrews, Rosie Rowson, Chris Thrower, 

Robin Mitchell, Jean Maundrell, Colin & Margaret Hyder, Pauline Roberts, Sue 

Bartlett, Jim Lilley, Joan Martin, Jeremy. 

 

Those who have died: Carolyn Powell, Alan Cooper, Ron Buckman 

 

Those who we remember at this time of the year:  Ray Packham, Joyce 

Thompson 

 

 

 

Reflection   
 

This week of the Third Sunday in Advent we think about John the Baptist. In worldly 

terms he went from being a great success to being a dismal failure. When we first 

meet him he is drawing huge crowds who travel for miles to hear him, despite his 

message being very uncomfortable. People have come to him for baptism and what 

does he say? You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 

 

And if in the eyes of the world he begins with great success, in the eyes of the world 

he ends in abject failure. He is thrown into prison and filled with doubts. He sends his 

friends to ask Jesus if He really is the One who is to come, or should they be looking 

for someone else?  And in the end he dies, not after a dramatic trial when he can 

witness to his faith but in his prison cell and all because a weak king does not want to 

lose face in front of his court. 
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In human terms it is a story of success to failure. But we do not look on things just in 

human terms and we do not see weakness and failure in the same way that the world 

does. John went from human power and influence to weakness. But at every point in 

his life he was doing the will of God mightily and he is the crucial link between the 

Old Testament and the New. 

 

Most of us will not have such a dramatic change in our circumstances but we do 

throughout our lives go from weakness to strength and then to weakness again as we 

get older. As a parish priest I spent much of my time with people whose strength was 

failing. They had been used to being out and about, helping family and friends and 

their community. And now they were coming to terms with increasing frailty. They 

could not do what they used to do. They had to accept that their precious 

independence was no longer possible. And in those circumstances it was very easy 

for them to think that there was nothing left for them to do. I feel so useless. I feel so 

helpless they used to say.  

 

And of course there was no simple answer. But I did say there is one thing that they 

could do and that is hugely important. You can pray. Do you find it difficult to sleep 

at night? Then use that wakefulness and pray for those who are awake too - the 

members of the emergency services and the armed forces, the youngsters who are 

out at night and are in danger, the homeless, the dying. Hold them up in your prayers. 

And in the daytime too.  You have a precious gift, the gift of time. Use it to pray 

especially for all those who are too busy, or who feel that they are too busy, to do it 

for themselves. 

 

No one however old, however weak, however restricted is useless to God. He has 

something for everyone of us to do. It may not be what we used to do. It may not be 

what we particularly want to do. But he has a ministry for us all, a part to play in his 

loving purposes. And when we acknowledge that and accept that however frail we 

are not useless, then can come peace of mind and true healing. Because we are all 

part of God’s powerful and glorious plans. And no one is ever useless. 

 

Fr Paul 
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Intercessions 

Mighty God, as we contemplate the teaching of John the Baptist on our Advent 

journey, give us courage to be faithful and to “bear fruits worthy of repentance” until 

your promises are fulfilled. 

Help us to look forward in hope to the coming of our Saviour. May we live as he 

taught, ready to welcome him with burning love and faith. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer 

 

Creator God, we pray for people in parts of the world where life is precarious. We 

pray for peace on earth and goodwill between all people. We pray for our precious 

world and ask you to help us all to be good stewards so that we can pass on our 

world in good order to the generations yet to come. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer 

 

Father God, as we approach Christmas we so often fail to hear you; we are so busy, 

hardly giving a thought to what our lives and the season of Advent are all about. Help 

us to hear your voice today and be with us with throughout all our preparations and 

celebrations. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer 

 

Loving God, we thank you for the gift of life and pray for those whose lives are 

troubled by illness, grief, poverty, or injustice. We pray that in the darkness of their 

suffering and pain your Advent light will shine to bring them the assurance and hope 

of the coming of your son Jesus.  

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer 

 

Gracious God, we hold before you those whose memory we cherish, and those 

whose names we will never know. We commend the departed to your merciful love 

and in a moment of silence pray for all those in our newsletter and those known 

personally to us. 

Lord, in your mercy: hear our prayer 

 

Merciful God, who sent John the Baptist to proclaim the Good News help us as we 

go from this church to be true heralds of the coming of Christ and to proclaim the 

Gospel through all we do and say. 

Merciful father: accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour, 

Jesus Christ.  Amen 
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Notices 
 

Covid Guidance: Please continue to wear face coverings and make sure to 

respect those of us who are still nervous about close contact. Although 

these aren’t legal requirements anymore, we hope that we can continue 

to look out for all who are still nervous about coming to church.   

The government are suggesting people take a test before going to an 

event or potentially busy place. This might be the case for some of our 

Christmas services as they tend to get fairly busy. You can find more 

information about lateral flow testing on the link to the council below.   

https://www.adur-worthing.gov.uk/coronavirus/testing/#lateral-flow-testing-at-home  

 

 St Nicolas Coffee and Cake: A big thank you to all those who supported the 

November coffee morning, we raised a wonderful £301.70 for the Friends of St 

Nicolas Church. An even bigger thank you to those who baked or helped on the day. 

The next sale will be on Saturday 18th December,10am-12.30pm, which will also be 

your last chance to buy last minute Christmas treats with plenty of jams and 

marmalades also on sale. If anyone is unable to attend don't forget you can always 

ring me to arrange for a delivery. Helen 07901 941127. 

 

Booking for Carol and Christingle Services – Due to the current Covid 

situation we have decided to ask you to book in advance as we’re expecting the 

service to be fairly busy. Could you please book here:  

Messy Christingle https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJJV 

Kingston Buci Carol Service https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJKK  

St Nicolas Nine Lessons & Carols https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJKL  

Many thanks, Clergy and Churchwardens  

 

Bookings for Christmas Eve Services are open now too: 

St Nicolas Church: https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJPO 

St Julian’s Church: https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJPQ  

St Giles Church: https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJPP  

 

The Children’s Society Collection: We collect annually for the Children’s 

Society through donations at our Christingle Service, which this year will be at St 

Giles on December 18th. However, Gift Aid envelopes and collecting boxes will be 

available in all our Churches. The society is over 140 years old and runs vital services 

to keep children safe and help them through their toughest challenges. Please support 

them this Christmas if you can. Gill Calderhead 

 

 

https://www.adur-worthing.gov.uk/coronavirus/testing/#lateral-flow-testing-at-home
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJJV
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJKK
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJKL
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJPO
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJPQ
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJPP
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Shoreham Oratorio Choir will be holding their festive Jubilate Deo concert of 

carols and other works on 18th December at the Church of St Mary de Haura, 

starting at 7.30 p.m. Mulled wine, soft drinks, and mince pies will be provided. 

Entrance by ticket (£10 each) which can be purchased at The Gallery, Brunswick 

Road, Shoreham or can be obtained through Rev Pat Alden (07710283710) or Elaine 

Ireland (07708186401).  

 

Crib Service at St Giles Christmas Eve 4pm: Children may come dressed as 

angels, shepherds etc or any other character. We have some costumes you can 

borrow - please come a little early (3.45) so we can find one to fit. 

 

Sunday School Cancelled: Unfortunately, due to the current situation we have 

made the difficult decision to cancel our Advent Sunday School at St Julian’s on 

Sunday 12th December. Sunday School will be restarting in January with the first 

session at St Julian’s on 9th January, 10am.   

 

St Nicolas Christmas Wreath making: A BIG THANK YOU to Nicky, Nicola 

and Claire for arranging the wreath making on 2nd December.  Both sessions were a 

great success, lovely atmosphere with plenty of happy, satisfied people, and you 

raised an amazing £600+ for the Friends of St Nicolas! 
 

St Nicolas Christmas Flowers: If anyone would like to make a donation towards 

the Christmas Flowers in memory of a loved one, we should be very grateful, as this 

helps us to make our lovely church look beautiful for the arrival of Christ.  Please 

give any donations to myself or Gill Powell (churchwardens). Many thanks Sue 

Bartlett 

 

Hamper Raffle: The hamper contains Music Box biscuit tin, Tin of Royal blend Tea, 

Tin of dark Chocolate Macadamia Nut Biscuits, Burlington blend Breakfast 

Marmalade, Raspberry Preserve and Piccadilly Piccalilli.  £2 a ticket to be drawn on 

Sunday 19th December after the service at St Giles. 

 

Crib at St Nicolas: We need some help to set up and decorate the crib in time for 

the Carol service on 19th December. The Churchwardens would be most grateful for 

any help offered.  

 

St Nicolas:  The annual Christmas Wishes board, is back by popular demand. 

Christmas greetings can be sent  to each other rather than sending Christmas cards. 

Donations to Christian Aid, in the envelopes provided would be greatly appreciated. 

Thank you. Gill and Andy 
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Advent and Christmas Services for your diaries:   

 

18th December 4pm  Messy Christingle   St Giles Church 

 

19th December 4pm  Kingston Buci Carol Service St Julian's Church 

19th December 6pm  Nine Lessons and Carols St Nicolas Church 

 

24th December 3pm  Crib Service   St Nicolas Church 

24th December 4pm  Crib Service   St. Giles Church 

24th December 11.30pm Midnight Mass   St Julian's Church 

24th December 11.30pm Midnight Mass   St Nicolas Church 

 

25th December 10am  Christmas Day   St Nicolas Church 

     United Benefice Eucharist (said service) 

26th December 10am  Parish Eucharist (mod. lang.) St. Julian's Church 

26th December 10am  Parish Eucharist (trad. lang.) St Nicolas Church 

& Holy Baptism 

 

Please check our websites and Facebook pages for up to date information on our 

Christmas Services! 
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This Week’s Diary 
 

Sunday 

12th December 

Advent 3  

8.30am 

10am 

10am 

6pm 

St Nicolas 

St Nicolas 

St Julian 

online 

Eucharist (trad lang) 

Parish Eucharist 

Parish Eucharist 

Evening Prayer 

JG 

PR 

JG 

 

Monday 6pm 

8pm 

Online 

St Giles 

Evening Prayer 

Kingston Buci Prayer Group 

 

Tuesday 6pm Online Evening Prayer  

Wednesday  9.30am 

6pm 

St Nicolas 

Online 

Eucharist 

Evening Prayer 

JG 

 

Thursday 10am 

1.30-4.30 

6pm 

St Julian’s 

St G’s Hall 

Online 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

50+ Table Tennis 

Evening Prayer 

JG 

 

Friday  9-11.30am 

10am 

6pm 

6-6.30pm 

7pm 

St G’s Hall 

St Giles 

Online 

St Nicolas 

St Nicolas 

Pop-up Coffee 

Morning Worship 

Evening Prayer 

Junior Choir 

Senior Choir 

 

 

Saturday 9am 

10-12.30 

4pm 

6pm 

St Nicolas 

St Nicolas 

St Giles 

Online 

Morning Prayer 

Coffee & Cakes 

Messy Christingle 

Evening Prayer 

 

 

JG 

Sunday 

19th December 

Advent 4  

8.30am 

10am 

10am 

4pm 

 

6pm 

St Nicolas 

St Nicolas 

St Giles 

St Julian 

 

St Nicolas 

Eucharist (trad lang) 

Parish Eucharist 

Parish Eucharist 

Kingston Buci Carol 

Service 

Nine Lessons & Carols 

JG 

PA 

JG 

JG/JA 

 

JG/PA 
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Contact Details  
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Fr James Grant  

Rector 

01273 979811 

vicar@saintnicolas.org.uk  or 

vicar@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

 

Revd. Pat Alden  

Hon. Assistant Priest 

07710 283710 

01273 276190 

pat@looksouth.net    

 

Mr James Askew 

Authorised Lay Minister (ALM) 

07934630249 

askew778@btinternet.com  

 

Mrs Sue Bartlett 

Churchwarden, St Nicolas 

01273462951 

sdbusr1948@gmail.com  

 

Mrs Gillian Powell 

Churchwarden, St Nicolas 

01273 464372 

g.y.powell1@ntlworld.com  

 

Mrs Tina Robertson  

Churchwarden, St Julian 

01273 870111/ 07738 620340 

Tinarobertson99@yahoo.co.uk  

 

Mrs Penny Joseph  

Churchwarden, St Giles 

01273 389629 

penejos@gmail.com  

 

Anna Askew 

PCC Secretary, Kingston Buci 

askew778@btinternet.com  

 

Kingston Buci  

Church Office 

01273 593167 

office@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

 

for Hall bookings: 

St Julian’s Hall: 

Mrs Tina Robertson 

07731 860041 

hallsadmin@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

St Giles’ Hall: 

Mrs Sarah Ringshaw 

01273462100 

stgileshall@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

 

For Safeguarding enquiries or concerns: 

St Nicolas Church 

Mrs Gill Powell 

01273 464372 

St Julian’s Church 

Mrs Gillian Kavanagh-Clarke 

07867 302044 

safeguarding@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

St Giles Church  

Mrs Sarah Ringshaw  

01273 462100 

sarahelaine70@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

Notices for the Weekly Newsletter to 

Elaine Ireland 

(emireland@ntlworld.com) - deadline 

Thursday @ Noon 

http://www.saintnicolas.org.uk & 

www.parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

OR visit us on Facebook
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