
 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Benefice of Old Shoreham and Kingston Buci 

The Churches of St Nicolas, St Julian and St Giles 
www.saintnicolas.org.uk                               www.parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

Children: Sunday School in the Parish of Kingston Buci meets at 10am on the 

2nd Sunday of the month at St Julian’s and on the 3rd Sunday at St Giles in the church 

hall at the beginning of the service then moves to the church for communion. 

Messy Church is on the 4th Saturday of the month at St Giles’ (3pm). 

Need a lift to Church? Please let us know 
Large print service books are available. Please ask at the door. 
There is an induction loop for those using a hearing aid. 
 

For Sunday 5th December 2021  

 Advent 2 

 

 
 

http://www.saintnicolas.org.uk/
http://www.parishofkingstonbuci.wordpress.com/
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Today’s Worship 

 
Collect  

O Lord, raise up, we pray, your power 

and come among us, 

and with great might succour us; 

that whereas, through our sins and wickedness 

we are grievously hindered 

in running the race that is set before us, 

your bountiful grace and mercy 

may speedily help and deliver us; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honour and glory, now and for ever. 

 

Readings  

First Reading: Malachi 3.1-4 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 

you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in 

whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can 

endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier 

of silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and 

silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of 

Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in 

former years. 

 

Second Reading: Philippians 1.3-11 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one 

of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day 

until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will 

bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way 

about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s 

grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defence and confirmation of the 

gospel. For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of 

Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with 

knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that on the day 

of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of 

righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 
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Gospel: Luke 3.1-6 

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the 

region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high-

priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah 

in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a 

baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the 

words of the prophet Isaiah, ‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare 

the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every 

mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall be made straight, and the 

rough ways made smooth; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 

 

Post Communion: 

Father in heaven, 

who sent your Son to redeem the world 

and will send him again to be our judge: 

give us grace so to imitate him 

in the humility and purity of his first coming 

that, when he comes again, 

we may be ready to greet him 

with joyful love and firm faith; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Readings next Sunday:  

First Reading Zephaniah 3.14-20 

Second Reading : Philippians 4.4-7 

Gospel:  Luke 3.7-18 
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For Your Prayers 
 

In the Anglican Communion we pray for the bishop, clergy and laity of The 

Anglican Church of Burundi  

 

In our Diocese we pray for the Governance Team:  Anna Quick, Anne-Marie Mizler, 

Michael Squire  

 

Within our local community we pray for the Shoreham Foodbank and the 

residents of Cypress Close, Erringham Road, Downside Close 
 

Those in need of our prayers specifically at this time: John Ramsden, Anna, 

Hannah, Paula, Roddy Stevens, Evie Orman, Dennis Still, Clare, Carol Tabrah, Roger 

Titley, Ella Hutt, Bob and Barbara, Jocelyn Andrews, Rosie Rowson, Chris Thrower, 

Robin Mitchell, Jean Maundrell, Colin & Margaret Hyder, Pauline Roberts, Sue 

Bartlett, Jim Lilley, Joan Martin, Jeremy. 

 

Those who have died: Alan Cooper, Ron Buckman 

Those who we remember at this time of the year:  Ray Packham  

 

 

 

Reflection   
 

In a world with a deep veneration of Santa Claus it is quite tricky to speak of St 

Nicholas (or Nicolas as we spell him). St Nicholas as we all know is the original 

“Santa Claus” and came to us through the Dutch “Sinterclass”. Therefore, SPOILER 

ALERT for those of you who have kids. Anyone under eight should not read on.  

 

Two years I nearly stepped into very sticky territory when I started to tell the legend 

of the three golden coins that miraculously ended up in stockings hanging over the 

fireplace to dry. I had to be very careful not to de-mythologize Santa Claus for scores 

of young children and draw the wrath of angry parents for destroying their belief in 

Santa. This year I have decided to tell a different St Nicholas legend to avoid 

inadvertently lifting the magic of Christmas. 

 

St Nicholas Day has a magic of its own in my family. It’s the time for getting shoes 

shined and putting them out on the evening of the 5th December, expecting gifts the 

following morning. A plate full of fruits and nuts and sweets that miraculously appears 

into nicely polished shoes on the morning of the 6th. 
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Our patron saint has been venerated since at least the late fourth century. The many 

stories of his compassion for children and their families are a witness, even if they are 

a little embellished, to a bishop who took Jesus’ command to let the little children 

come to him seriously. He had a heart for children in need and connected to the 

people of the town of Myra who even during his lifetime began to spin the legends 

and myths we know and love today.  

 

Nevertheless, as with all legends there will be a kernel of truth in the stories shared. 

The compassion Nicholas showed to town he served as bishop brought Jesus alive to 

them. In Nicholas they were able to get a glimpse of how much God cares for 

everyone no matter how insignificant they may feel. People who manage to look out 

for us are sharing the Gospel through their actions. We need to take notice where 

this living out of the Gospel happens today. 

 

Maybe this day is a good day to think about who in our lives takes up that role. Who 

is it that extends God’s love to us and who might we be able to extend that 

compassion to ourselves. 

 

Fr James 

 

Intercessions 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and 

prepare the way of our salvation: give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake 

our sins so that we may greet with joy the memorial of the coming of our Lord Jesus 

this Christmas. And as we prepare for Christmas, help us to find time in our busy 

lives to reflect on the wonder of your love. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

As we remember John the Baptist and all the prophets, we give thanks for men and 

women of vision through the ages. We ask you to guide and bless all preachers of the 

word and ministers of the sacraments and give thanks for all those who serve us here 

in our benefice. We ask that you give courage and hope for all who are struggling for 

freedom in their faith and for those who are imprisoned because of it.  

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Heavenly father, grant to your Church today the faith of her apostles, the hope of her 

martyrs and the love of her Lord. Help your Church to be the Church as you would 

have it be, loyal to its Lord and faithful to its calling. Save it from compromise and 

self-interest: from accommodating itself to the false values of the world and from 
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being absorbed in its own concerns whist neglecting its mission to the world. Lord, 

have mercy on your Church. Cleanse it, revive it, enlighten it, empower it; and what 

we ask for all your people, we ask also for ourselves. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord God of our fathers, we thank you for your mercy to our nation throughout its 

long history. Hear us as we seek your continuing mercy today. Deliver us from the 

sins of affluence, pride, materialism and from indifference to others. Inspire your 

Church to be the nation’s conscience. Give our leaders soundness of judgement and 

courage of decision. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We give thanks for all the love we have received, and we ask that you protect and 

guide our loved ones. Bless our homes and families with your gift of love. We would 

pray today for any who are suffering from the breakdown of family life or from 

broken or strained relationships. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We give thanks for your love and healing power and ask your blessing and comfort 

on all who are suffering in body mind or spirit, remembering all those named in our 

newsletter and any others known to us. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

We give thanks that you have delivered us from the darkness of death and offered us 

the light of eternal life as we pray for friends and loved ones who are departed from 

us. We remember the recently departed from our parishes and those whose 

anniversaries occur at this time. 

 

Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour 

Jesus Christ. Amen 
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Notices 
 

Covid Guidance: Please continue to wear face coverings and make sure to 

respect those of us who are still nervous about close contact. Although 

these aren’t legal requirements anymore, we hope that we can continue 

to look out for all who are still nervous about coming to church.   

The government are suggesting people take a test before going to an 

event or potentially busy place. This might be the case for some of our 

Christmas services as they tend to get fairly busy. You can find more 

information about lateral flow testing on the link to the council below.   

https://www.adur-worthing.gov.uk/coronavirus/testing/#lateral-flow-testing-at-home 

 

Festive Choral Evensong: Come join us at the end of our Patronal Festival 

Weekend for an Evensong on the Eve of St Nicolas Day, 5th December, 6pm. 

  

Shoreham Chamber Choir Advent Concert: Thanks to all who came to 

support the chamber choir yesterday. If you were unable to come to the concert 

at St. Nicolas' yesterday evening, there is another chance to hear this performance of 

Advent music and readings at the Church of the Good Shepherd, Shoreham Beach, 

on Tuesday, 7th.December, at 7.30 p.m." 

  

Shoreham Oratorio Choir will be holding their festive Jubilate Deo concert of 

carols and other works on 18th December at the Church of St Mary de Haura, 

starting at 7.30 p.m. Mulled wine, soft drinks, and mince pies will be provided. 

Entrance by ticket (£10 each) which can be purchased at The Gallery, Brunswick 

Road, Shoreham or can be obtained through Rev Pat Alden (07710283710) or Elaine 

Ireland (07708186401).  

 

Booking for Carol and Christingle Services – Due to the current Covid 

situation we have decided to ask you to book in advance as we’re expecting the 

service to be fairly busy. Could you please book here:  

Messy Christingle https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJJV 

Kingston Buci Carol Service https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJKK  

St Nicolas Nine Lessons & Carols https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJKL  

Many thanks, Clergy and Churchwardens  

 

Bookings for Christmas Eve Services are open now too: 

St Nicolas Church: https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJPO 

St Julian’s Church: https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJPQ  

St Giles Church: https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJPP  

 

https://www.adur-worthing.gov.uk/coronavirus/testing/#lateral-flow-testing-at-home
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJJV
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJKK
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJKL
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJPO
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJPQ
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJPP
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Sunday School Cancelled: Unfortunately, due to the current situation we have 

made the difficult decision to cancel our Advent Sunday School at St Julian’s on 

Sunday 12th December. Sunday School will be restarting in January with the first 

session at St Julian’s on 9th January, 10am.  

 

St. Nicolas Church: WANTED - medium size jam jars with lids. Please either bring 

them to church or contact Felicity Batten, Sue Bartlett or Gill Powell. Many thanks.  

 

St Nicolas Christmas Wreath making: A BIG THANK YOU to Nicky, Nicola 

and Claire for arranging the wreath making on 2nd December.  Both sessions were a 

great success, lovely atmosphere with plenty of happy, satisfied people, and you 

raised an amazing £600+ for the Friends of St Nicolas! 
 

St Nicolas Christmas Flowers: If anyone would like to make a donation towards 

the Christmas Flowers in memory of a loved one, we should be very grateful, as this 

helps us to make our lovely church look beautiful for the arrival of Christ.  Please 

give any donations to myself or Gill Powell (churchwardens). Many thanks Sue 

Bartlett 

 

St Nicolas Coffee and Cake: A big thank you to all those who supported the 

November coffee morning, we raised a wonderful £301.70 for the Friends of St 

Nicolas Church. An even bigger thank you to those who baked or helped on the day. 

The next sale will be on Saturday 18th December,10am-12.30pm, which will also be 

your last chance to buy last minute Christmas treats with plenty of jams and 

marmalades also on sale. If anyone is unable to attend don't forget you can always 

ring me to arrange for a delivery. Helen 07901 941127. 
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Advent and Christmas Services for your diaries:  

 

5th December 10am  St Nicolas Patronal Festival St Nicolas Church 

5th December 6pm  Patronal Festive Evensong St Nicolas Church 

 

18th December 4pm  Messy Christingle   St Giles Church 

 

19th December 4pm  Kingston Buci Carol Service St Julian's Church 

19th December 6pm  Nine Lessons and Carols St Nicolas Church 

 

24th December 3pm  Crib Service   St Nicolas Church 

24th December 4pm  Crib Service   St. Giles Church 

24th December 11.30pm Midnight Mass   St Julian's Church 

24th December 11.30pm Midnight Mass   St Nicolas Church 

 

25th December 10am  Christmas Day   St Nicolas Church 

     United Benefice Eucharist (said service) 

26th December 10am  Parish Eucharist (mod. lang.) St. Julian's Church 

26th December 10am  Parish Eucharist (trad. lang.) St Nicolas Church 

& Holy Baptism 

 

Please check our websites and Facebook pages for up to date information on our 

Christmas Services! 
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This Week’s Diary 
 

Sunday 

5th December 

Advent 2 /  

St Nicolas 

 

8.30am 

10am 

 

10am 

6pm 

St Nicolas 

St Nicolas 

 

St Giles 

St Nicolas 

Eucharist (trad lang) 

Patronal Festival Family 

Eucharist  

Eucharist (mod lang) 

Festive Evensong 

PA 

JG/PA 

 

EH 

JG/PA 

Monday 9am 

6pm 

St Nicolas 

Online 

Prayers for Healing 

Evening Prayer 

 

Tuesday 6pm Online Evening Prayer  

Wednesday  9.30am 

6pm 

St Nicolas 

Online 

Eucharist 

Evening Prayer 

JG 

 

Thursday 10am 

1.30-4.30 

6pm 

St Julian’s 

St G’s Hall 

Online 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

50+ Table Tennis 

Evening Prayer 

PA 

 

Friday  9-11.30am 

10am 

6pm 

6-6.30pm 

7pm 

St G’s Hall 

St Giles 

Online 

St Nicolas 

St Nicolas 

Pop-up Coffee 

Morning Worship 

Evening Prayer 

Junior Choir 

Senior Choir 

 

 

Saturday 9am 

6pm 

St Nicolas 

Online 

Morning Prayer 

Evening Prayer 

 

 

Sunday 

12th December 

Advent 3  

8.30am 

10am 

10am 

6pm 

St Nicolas 

St Nicolas 

St Julian 

online 

Eucharist (trad lang) 

Parish Eucharist 

Parish Eucharist 

Evening Prayer 

JG 

PR 

JG 
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Contact Details  
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Fr James Grant  

Rector 

01273 979811 

vicar@saintnicolas.org.uk  or 

vicar@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

 

Revd. Pat Alden  

Hon. Assistant Priest 

07710 283710 

01273 276190 

pat@looksouth.net    

 

Mr James Askew 

Authorised Lay Minister (ALM) 

07934630249 

askew778@btinternet.com  

 

Mrs Sue Bartlett 

Churchwarden, St Nicolas 

01273462951 

sdbusr1948@gmail.com  

 

Mrs Gillian Powell 

Churchwarden, St Nicolas 

01273 464372 

g.y.powell1@ntlworld.com  

 

Mrs Tina Robertson  

Churchwarden, St Julian 

01273 870111/ 07738 620340 

Tinarobertson99@yahoo.co.uk  

 

Mrs Penny Joseph  

Churchwarden, St Giles 

01273 389629 

penejos@gmail.com  

 

Anna Askew 

PCC Secretary, Kingston Buci 

askew778@btinternet.com  

 

Kingston Buci  

Church Office 

01273 593167 

office@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

 

for Hall bookings: 

St Julian’s Hall: 

Mrs Tina Robertson 

07731 860041 

hallsadmin@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

St Giles’ Hall: 

Mrs Sarah Ringshaw 

01273462100 

stgileshall@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

 

For Safeguarding enquiries or concerns: 

St Nicolas Church 

Mrs Gill Powell 

01273 464372 

St Julian’s Church 

Mrs Gillian Kavanagh-Clarke 

07867 302044 

safeguarding@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

St Giles Church  

Mrs Sarah Ringshaw  

01273 462100 

sarahelaine70@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

Notices for the Weekly Newsletter to 

Elaine Ireland 

(emireland@ntlworld.com) - deadline 

Thursday @ Noon 

http://www.saintnicolas.org.uk & 

www.parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

OR visit us on Facebook
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