
 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Benefice of Old Shoreham and Kingston Buci 

The Churches of St Nicolas, St Julian and St Giles 
www.saintnicolas.org.uk                               www.parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

Children: Sunday School in the Parish of Kingston Buci meets at 10am on the 

2nd Sunday of the month at St Julian’s and on the 3rd Sunday at St Giles in the church 

hall at the beginning of the service then moves to the church for communion. 

Messy Church is on the 4th Saturday of the month at St Giles’ (3pm). 

Need a lift to Church? Please let us know 
Large print service books are available. Please ask at the door. 
There is an induction loop for those using a hearing aid. 
 

For Sunday 28th November 2021  

 Advent I 
Welcome to our worship 

 

 
 

http://www.saintnicolas.org.uk/
http://www.parishofkingstonbuci.wordpress.com/
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Letter from the Rectory 
 

Dear friends, 

 

Happy New Year! Today marks the beginning of the churches year as we move from 

the Kingdom or Remembrance Season into Advent. The year past has again been one 

marked by disruption of our daily lives including churches being closed for the first 

few months of the year. Last Advent and Christmas was a time of nervously awaiting 

news of renewed closure of our churches and chilly Crib Services outdoors.  

 

I’m very much hoping that we will be able to celebrate Advent and Christmas fully 

this year. Nevertheless, it seems that we need to remain a little nimble on out feet so 

please do look out for possible changes as clergy, churchwardens and PCCs continue 

to monitor the situation.  

 

The last year has also brought challenges as well as many opportunities to rethink 

how we are church. Our two parishes have had time to pray together and reflect on 

Thank you to all who took part in our survey in October. We had over 30 

submissions which gave our PCCs a good idea of what was felt important as we look 

at our priorities for the next few years. These include reviewing our communications, 

including website, notice boards and newsletter. There was also a strong feeling that 

we should continue to work towards becoming eco-churches. Also a need was seen 

to reconnect with the nursing homes in our parish. We need to also focus on ways in 

which we can grow our congregations and increase our income by reviewing our 

worship and also by ensuring that the halls in our benefice are fully utilised. Finally, I 

am planning to reintroduce our prayer group for mission in January 2022, which will 

hopefully help to keep us focussed and centred on how God is working in and 

through us. 

 

As we look forward please pray for our PCCs and our parishes. It has been most 

amazing to see that as we came through the Covid crisis together, there has been a 

sense of new beginnings and renewed energy. I cannot thank all four of my 

churchwardens enough for their support over the past couple of years in keeping us 

all as safe as possible in these times and the support of my fellow ministers, lay and 

ordained.  

 

Let us look forward to celebrating the wonderful miracle of the incarnation, of God 

with us as a brother and friend in Jesus. May we all be blessed by his presence as we 

gather to worship and may you all have a blessed Advent and Christmas season. 

 

God bless, 
 

Fr James 
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Today’s Worship 
 

Collect  

Almighty God, 

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness and to put on the armour of  

light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in 

great humility; that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 

to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who is 

alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

 

Readings  

First Reading: Jeremiah 33.14-16 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfil the promise I made to the 

house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause a 

righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 

safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’ 

 

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3.9-13 

 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before 

our God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you 

face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.  

 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 

And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, 

just as we abound in love for you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness 

that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord 

Jesus with all his saints. 

 

Gospel: Luke 21.25-36 

 ‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 

among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will faint 

from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the 

heavens will be shaken. Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in a cloud” with 

power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise 

your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.’ Then he told them a parable: 

‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for 

yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will 

pass away, but my words will not pass away. ‘Be on guard so that your hearts are not 

weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that 

day does not catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live 
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on the face of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the 

strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of 

Man.’ 

 

Post Communion: 

O Lord our God, 

make us watchful and keep us faithful 

as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 

that, when he shall appear, 

he may not find us sleeping in sin 

but active in his service 

and joyful in his praise; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Readings next Sunday:  

First Reading Malachi 3.1-4 

Second Reading : Philippians 1.3-11 

Gospel:  Luke 3.1-6 
 

 

For Your Prayers 
 

In the Anglican Communion we pray for Igreja Episcopal Anglicana do Brasil  

In our Diocese we pray for Gabrielle Higgins, Diocesan Secretary 

Within our local community we pray for the Shoreham Foodbank and the 

residents of Cypress Close, Erringham Road, Downside Close 
Those in need of our prayers specifically at this time: John Ramsden, Anna, 

Hannah, Paula, Roddy Stevens, Evie Orman, Dennis Still, Clare, Carol Tabrah, Roger 

Titley, Ella Hutt, Bob and Barbara, Jocelyn Andrews, Rosie Rowson, Chris Thrower, 

Robin Mitchell, Jean Maundrell, Colin & Margaret Hyder, Pauline Roberts, Sue 

Bartlett, Jim Lilley, Joan Martin, Jeremy. 

Those who have died: Alan Cooper, Ron Buckman 

Those who we remember at this time of the year:    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

javascript:void%200


5 

 

Reflection   
 

Advent is a season of waiting. Children eager for Santa Claus, presents, sweets and 

Christmas pudding. Buying gifts and food; decorating our houses and trees and 

making arrangements to meet family and friends. Time spent preparing for the 

activities of the one day. Despite Christmas becoming secularised and 

commercialised, the fundamental sense of anticipation persists. 

 

Over the next four weeks, we consider four sets of biblical characters who were also 

waiting. They are associated with our four Advent candles. This week it’s the 

patriarchs. Abraham and Sarah set off from their home fulfilling their side of a 

covenant with God. They wait, none too patiently, for God to keep his promise to 

provide them with a son, the first of an uncountable number of descendants; together 

with a fertile land in which to live. Next week, we hear of the prophets waiting for 

Israel’s salvation which, we believe, was to be fulfilled in Jesus. Then there’s John the 

Baptist who went “before the Lord to prepare his ways”. Our fourth candle is 

associated with Mary bearing all the fears and hopes of childbirth and remembering 

the words of the angel “he will be the son of the Most-High”. With them, we are 

waiting for the beginning of Christ’s life on earth. 

 

On the other hand, our Gospel reading takes us almost to the end of his life on 

earth. Luke places this teaching of Jesus just before the Last Supper. He paints a 

starkly different picture of what we are to expect when the end of waiting is close at 

hand. The whole earth will be thrown into turmoil by extreme global events: “roaring 

of the sea and the waves”. Anguish and fear will be great. The Message translation of 

the Bible says: “It will seem like all hell has broken loose”. It is not, though, the work 

of evil forces but events as natural as trees coming into leaf telling us Summer is on 

the way. Shouldn’t we expect God’s power to be exercised in this way? Psalm 29 tells 

us: 

 

“The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 

The God of glory thunders, 

The Lord, over mighty waters. 

The voice of the Lord is powerful.” and 

“The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire. 

The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness” 

 

Luke is likely to have lived to witness many traumatic events: the destruction of the 

Temple in AD70; executions of disciples Peter, James and Paul; Nero’s persecutions 

of the early church and the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in AD79 which was certainly 

felt across the Mediterranean. He must have thought the end was imminent then. But 
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Jesus was trying to reassure his disciples that these events are inevitable effects of the 

‘gravitational pull’ of the approaching Kingdom of Heaven. 
 

Today, we are also presented with Luke’s conundrum. There have been many 

catastrophic events throughout history some affecting a few; others many thousands 

of people. We know by hindsight that these have not been precursors to “Christ 

coming in a cloud”. How can we explain this? 

 

My suggestion is this. Christ is not trying to tell us when “Heaven and Earth will pass 

away”, even he didn’t know that (Matthew 24:36) but how to wait for it. We must 

keep awake – we have heard this before in the parable of the wise and foolish virgins 

among others. We must not let the worries of this world weigh us down or dissipate 

our energies. We are warned against those things that may distract us or numb the 

reality of our lives, be they alcohol, over-indulgence, excessive shopping or…we can 

probably identify our own weaknesses in that respect! 

 

I don’t want to ruin your Christmas but while we are waiting for it let us pray for 

“the strength to escape all these things that will take place”. And try to be faithful like 

Abraham; visionary like the prophets; bold with the truth like John the Baptist and 

fearlessly obedient to God like Mary. Then we can properly celebrate the coming of 

Christ and our redemption. 

James Askew 

 

Intercessions 

Lord, help us to make our churches places of justice and of peace. As we follow the 

pilgrim way that you show us, let us add our voices to your music; let us be witness 

to your word; may we fall silent in the presence of your mystery and that beautiful, 

glorious and holy light, that unbounded love. From the depths of our being we praise 

you, King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord and creator of the infinite heavens, of the earth and the seas and all that inhabits 

them, we give thanks that you keep faith with your promises forever. Release your 

everlasting justice and peace that it may flow among the nations. Though your 

interventions may be obscured to us, you give sight to the blind, right the wrongs of 

the oppressed, set the captives free, and raise up those who are bowed down. The 

cities on earth we know as a patchwork, places where hope and despair are in 

constant struggle. Yet still we long for the city that you have promised, a city of 

harmony and peace. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Lord, we see too easily the failings of others. We ask you, who straightens the 

winding ways of our hearts and eases our pathways made rough by sin, to help us 

make fresh beginnings in our relationships and interactions during these days of 

Advent. Mindful that we need to forgive our neighbours for their offences, real or 

imagined, in the hope that they might in turn forgive us, we ask you to enlighten us in 

the ways for forbearance. And, as we begin the spiritual journey of Advent, give us 

the strength, imagination and love to look for the divine in each of those we live 

amongst, knowing that we share the places you have made for us. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord help those whose dreams have not yet been realised. Help us all to follow the 

examples of a patient life set by your son and, when failure seems to be our lot, 

fortify us in disappointment and give us the determination to persevere. In the 

deserts of our despair, we ask you to give us strength and see your truth, so that we 

may once again embrace the future with trust and hope. Have mercy, Lord, on all 

who call out for relief in their suffering, whether in pain, anguish, fear or poverty. We 

pray for those known to us who are suffering, And we ask that you pour your healing 

spirit upon them. May they know your presence and so have courage and hope in 

their troubles. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Lord, we pray for those who have gone before us. We think particularly of members 

of our own family, and all those others who gave us love and encouragement during 

their lives. We bring to mind those known to us who have recently passed into your 

kingdom including and those whose anniversary fall at this time. We pray too for 

those whose lives feel bleak and empty in the loss of a loved one. Give comfort to 

the bereaved and everlasting peace to all who rest in your love. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Holy Lord our God, your faithful care has brought us safely to this moment; we thank 

you for your constant love, forgiveness, strength and protection. 

Merciful Father, Accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, Our 

Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Notices 
 

Covid Guidance: Please continue to wear face coverings and make sure to 

respect those of us who are still nervous about close contact. Although 

these aren’t legal requirements anymore, we hope that we can continue 

to look out for all who are still nervous about coming to church.  

    

Friends of St Nicolas - Wreath Making Workshop: Join us at St Nicolas' 

Church, Old Shoreham, this festive period for Christmas wreath making on 

Thursday 2nd December. We have two sessions available at 10-12 noon. 

There are still a few tickets left for both evening and morning sessions. The 

cost is £25 to include festive refreshments and materials. Tickets are limited so come 

along and get creative in the ambiance of our beautiful church. Ticket price includes 

wreath making kit, foliage, decorations and refreshments. Please bring your own 

secateurs and gloves to avoid having to share. If you would like to add fairy lights and 

a ribbon please being these along too. You can book your ticket at 

https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BIHL. Spaces are limited so please book soon. 

 

Shoreham Chamber Choir Advent Concert: The Choir will be presenting a 

selection of music and readings for Advent in St. Nicolas' Church on Saturday, 4th. 

December, starting at 7.30 p.m.  Entrance by donation (£5.00 p.p. minimum).  This 

will be shared between the Church and the Choir.  We hope to see you there, and 

thank you in advance for your generosity. 

If you cannot be at St. Nicolas' on the 4th. December, the Choir will be presenting 

the same programme at the Church of the Good Shepherd, Shoreham Beach, on 

Tuesday, 7th. December, also at 7.30 p.m. 

 

Booking for Carol and Christingle Services – 18th December 4pm Due to 

the current Covid situation we have decided to ask you to book in advance as we’re 

expecting the service to be fairly busy. Could you please book here:  

Messy Christingle https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJJV 

Kingston Buci Carol Service https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJKK  

St Nicolas Nine Lessons & Carols https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJKL  

Many thanks, Clergy and Churchwardens  

 

Festive Choral Evensong: Come join us at the end of our Patronal Festival 

Weekend for an Evensong on the Eve of St Nicolas Day, 5th December, 6pm. 

 

St Nicolas Carol Service: In past years we have had wine and mince pies/savoury 

nibbles after the event. Gill and I were wondering if anyone would like to organise 

this (keeping it simple). We have some wine in St Nicolas cellar!!!! Please phone or 

https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJJV
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJKK
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/BJKL
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email either Gill (01273 464372) or myself (01273 462951) if you could help. Many 

thanks, Sue. 

 

St. Nicolas Church: WANTED - medium size jam jars with lids. Please either bring 

them to church or contact Felicity Batten, Sue Bartlett or Gill Powell. Many thanks.  

 

National Churches Trust - Michael Palin has launched a national debate to help 

safeguard the future of the UK's church buildings. Churches are a vital and much 

loved part of the UK's history and heritage and we can't let them fall into neglect and 

disuse. The National Churches Trust’s ‘The Future of the UK’s Church Buildings’ 

debate highlights the community, economic, heritage and spiritual benefits of 

churches. 

To get involved in the debate and to find out more please go to 

https://www.nationalchurchestrust.org/futureofchurches 

 

 

 

 

Advent and Christmas Services for your diaries:  

 

5th December 10am  St Nicolas Patronal Festival St Nicolas Church 

5th December 6pm  Patronal Festive Evensong St Nicolas Church 

 

18th December 4pm  Messy Christingle   St Giles Church 

 

19th December 4pm  Kingston Buci Carol Service St Julian's Church 

19th December 6pm  Nine Lessons and Carols St Nicolas Church 

 

24th December 3pm  Crib Service   St Nicolas Church 

24th December 4pm  Crib Service   St. Giles Church 

24th December 11.30pm Midnight Mass   St Julian's Church 

24th December 11.30pm Midnight Mass   St Nicolas Church 

 

25th December 10am  Christmas Day   St Nicolas Church 

     United Benefice Eucharist (said service) 

26th December 10am  Parish Eucharist (mod. lang.) St. Julian's Church 

26th December 10am  Parish Eucharist (trad. lang.) St Nicolas Church 

& Holy Baptism 

 

Please check our websites and Facebook pages for up to date information on our 

Christmas Services! 

 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nationalchurchestrust.org%2Ffutureofchurches%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1LWImwkIH9dT7QUOsaGSUCZZHXRDyvo2kMf_nDHnN6NDIgoqo1noE0_Xo&h=AT3ZtjSmEqlo4uPGpaADthDM261ztJ3zkqNEGe8CbflDdqq7bJJRdIMWH6fEaWfNWCK-fs-gqR_aA2e5ytMPm_BQj41IeEEPU-yD3Ijzh5BPbIqxidwvFIhWaqcYTWAslNu9zWjifa7M3e-WnbqKCnrr4g&__tn__=-UK-y-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3aKSVCBuNRWTVGmGSgOSrm0OAyxDefo-mNnTf_muzzmUlyJb2nHRyHTHLbliR-GPtTsjaWezAmxsSYyIr9ImGKXNqG9Lxcuc_q_BQeI9fvQpGIaCKe42B8ZqSq4rBFQRVZneDYmTyjic4m_1ZpCP6sk6HjTgjz1SY7rr6HGT4CSnWJJJ7lrKmx6V4e5MG7mbP83FJJEUy5L4-6rPnz-W3w4hvL0trWatc4gxsF8g
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This Week’s Diary 
 

Sunday 

28th November 

Advent 1    

8.30am 

10am 

10am 

6pm 

St Nicolas 

St Nicolas 

St Julian 

online 

Eucharist (trad lang) 

Parish Eucharist 

Parish Eucharist  

Evening Prayer 

JG 

PA 

JG 

 

Monday 6pm 

8pm 

Online 

St Giles 

Evening Prayer 

Kingston Buci Prayer Group 

 

Tuesday 6pm Online Evening Prayer  

Wednesday  9.30am 

6pm 

St Nicolas 

Online 

Eucharist 

Evening Prayer 

PR 

 

 

Thursday 10am 

10-12 

1.30-4.30 

6pm 

7-9pm 

St Julian’s 

St Nicolas 

St G’s Hall 

Online 

St Nicolas 

Holy Communion (BCP) 

Wreath-making Worshop 

50+ Table Tennis 

Evening Prayer 

Wreath-making Worshop 

PA 

 

Friday  9-11.30am 

10am 

6pm 

6-6.30pm 

7pm 

St G’s Hall 

St Giles 

Online 

St Nicolas 

St Nicolas 

Pop-up Coffee 

Morning Worship 

Evening Prayer 

Junior Choir 

Senior Choir 

 

 

Saturday 9am 

6pm 

7.30pm 

St Nicolas 

Online 

St Nicolas 

Morning Prayer 

Evening Prayer 

Shoreham Chamber Choir 

Advent Concert 

 

 

Sunday 

5th December 

Advent 2 /  

St Nicolas 

 

8.30am 

10am 

 

10am 

6pm 

St Nicolas 

St Nicolas 

 

St Giles 

St Nicolas 

Eucharist (trad lang) 

Patronal Festival Family 

Eucharist  

Eucharist (mod lang) 

Festive Evensong 

PA 

JG 

 

EH 

JG/PA 
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Contact Details  
 

Fr James Grant  

Rector 

01273 979811 

vicar@saintnicolas.org.uk  or 

vicar@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

 

Revd. Pat Alden  

Hon. Assistant Priest 

07710 283710 

01273 276190 

pat@looksouth.net    

 

Mr James Askew 

Authorised Lay Minister (ALM) 

07934630249 

askew778@btinternet.com  

 

Mrs Sue Bartlett 

Churchwarden, St Nicolas 

01273462951 

sdbusr1948@gmail.com  

 

Mrs Gillian Powell 

Churchwarden, St Nicolas 

01273 464372 

g.y.powell1@ntlworld.com  

 

Mrs Tina Robertson  

Churchwarden, St Julian 

01273 870111/ 07738 620340 

Tinarobertson99@yahoo.co.uk  

 

Mrs Penny Joseph  

Churchwarden, St Giles 

01273 389629 

penejos@gmail.com  

 

Anna Askew 

PCC Secretary, Kingston Buci 

askew778@btinternet.com  

 

Kingston Buci  

Church Office 

01273 593167 

office@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

 

for Hall bookings: 

St Julian’s Hall: 

Mrs Tina Robertson 

07731 860041 

hallsadmin@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

St Giles’ Hall: 

Mrs Sarah Ringshaw 

01273462100 

stgileshall@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

 

For Safeguarding enquiries or concerns: 

St Nicolas Church 

Mrs Gill Powell 

01273 464372 

St Julian’s Church 

Mrs Gillian Kavanagh-Clarke 

07867 302044 

safeguarding@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

St Giles Church  

Mrs Sarah Ringshaw  

01273 462100 

sarahelaine70@hotmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

Notices for the Weekly Newsletter to 

Elaine Ireland 

(emireland@ntlworld.com) - deadline 

Thursday @ Noon 

http://www.saintnicolas.org.uk & 

www.parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

OR visit us on Facebook
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