
 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Benefice of Old Shoreham and Kingston Buci 

The Churches of St Nicolas, St Julian and St Giles 
www.saintnicolas.org.uk                               www.parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

Children: Sunday School in the Parish of Kingston Buci meets on the 2nd 

Sunday of the month at St Julian’s (10am) and 3rd Sunday at St Giles’ (11am) in the 

respective church hall at the beginning of the service then moves to the church for 

communion. 

Need a lift to Church? Please let us know 
Large print service books are available. Please ask at the door. 
There is an induction loop for those using a hearing aid. 

 

Newsletter 
For Sunday 29th November 2020 – Advent I 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.saintnicolas.org.uk/
http://www.parishofkingstonbuci.wordpress.com/


2 

 

Today’s Worship 

 

Collect 

Almighty God,  

give us grace to cast away the works of darkness  

and to put on the armour of light,  

now in the time of this mortal life,  

in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility;  

that on the last day,  

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty  

to judge the living and the dead,  

we may rise to the life immortal;  

through him who is alive and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever.  

 

Readings 

Psalm 80:1-8 

1    Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, ♦ 

you that led Joseph like a flock; 

2    Shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim, ♦ 

before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh. 

3    Stir up your mighty strength ♦ 

and come to our salvation. 

4    Turn us again, O God; ♦ 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

5    O Lord God of hosts, ♦ 

how long will you be angry at your people’s prayer? 

6    You feed them with the bread of tears; ♦ 

you give them abundance of tears to drink. 

7    You have made us the derision of our neighbours, ♦ 

and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

8    Turn us again, O God of hosts; ♦ 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 64.1-9 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains 

would quake at your presence—as when fire kindles brushwood 

and the fire causes water to boil—to make your name known to your adversaries, so 

that the nations might tremble at your presence!  
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When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the 

mountains quaked at your presence.  

From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God 

besides you, who works for those who wait for him.  

You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. 

But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed.  

We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a 

filthy cloth. 

We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  

There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our 

iniquity.  

Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

we are all the work of your hand.  

Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity forever. 

Now consider, we are all your people. 

 

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1.3-9 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 

given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech 

and knowledge of every kind— just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 

among you— so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the 

revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that 

you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you 

were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

Gospel Reading: Mark 13.24-37 

‘But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 

not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.  

Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and 

glory. Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, 

from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

 ‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 

forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth 

will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, 

but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will 



4 

 

come. It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 

charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 

watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 

will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may 

find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 

awake.’  

 

Post Communion Prayer  

O Lord our God,  

make us watchful and keep us faithful  

as we await the coming of your Son our Lord;  

that, when he shall appear,  

he may not find us sleeping in sin  

but active in his service  

and joyful in his praise;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Readings next Sunday  

Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 

First Reading: Isaiah 40.1-11 

Second Reading: 2 Peter 3.8-15a 

Gospel: Mark 1.1-8 

For your Prayers 
 

In the Anglican Communion we pray for the Lusitanian Church (Extra-Provincial 

to the Archbishop of Canterbury) and the Rt Revd Jorge Pina Cabral - Bishop of the 

Lusitanian Church. 

In our Diocese we pray for Bishop Ruth Bushyager, Bishop of Horsham and 

Amanda Belcher her PA. 
 

Within our local community we pray for Special Church Events of the Coming 

Month and the residents of Slonk Hill Road, Upper Shoreham Road, Blackpatch 

Grove, Chiltern Close, St Julian’s Close, Shirley Close 

Those in need of our prayers specifically at this time: John Ramsden, Vanessa 

Thompson, Anna, Hannah, Paula, Roddy Stevens, Sue Stevens, Evie Orman, Nan Knill, 

Dennis Still, George McFarland, Clare, Sophie, Carol Tabrah, Carole Batchelor, Ron, 

Mia, Roger Titley, Ella Hutt, Bob and Barbara, Jocelyn Andrews, David Simmons, 

Rosie Rowson, David Hill. 

Those who have died: Joyce Thompson 
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Reflection: Hope in the Night  

 
Reflections for Advent from Erika 

 

A couple of years ago Nigel and I went on a Celtic Advent retreat; for both of us this 

was to be a time of profound spiritual revelation. We looked at Advent from a vastly 

different perspective, reflecting on ancient traditions that are now re-emerging in 

modern times and offering a new richness to this special season.  

The Celtic Advent begins on the eve of November 14th, 10 days before the traditional 

beginning we have in today’s church. It heralds the  beginning of monastic fasting and 

preparation for Christmas,  thus like Lent it is a period of 40 days. 

In the cycle of creation as  the  light fades and the days get shorter we move towards 

the Holy Feast of Christmas, that moment when we  celebrate the Light that comes 

into the world . Christmas is a pivotal moment in the years cycle of life as the  days 

then draw out and become longer. Again Creation reawakens from a deep winter 

sleep.  

In the darkest of days the tradition of lighting  candles, especially on the Advent 

wreath, create an  atmosphere of hope in the darkest of night both temporally and 

spiritually. 

This 40-day period of monastic fasting, penitence  and spiritual renewal traditionally 

focussed on contemplating the words of John the Baptist:- 

 

                         “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, 

                           Every valley shall be filled  

                           and every mountain and hill shall be made low.” 

 

The mountain and hills in this reading are understood to be the  wrongs that had 

been done and the valleys are understood to be the good things that have not been 

done. This personal focussing of the reading facilitates a spiritual levelling,  preparing 

the monastic communities for greater service as community and as “preparers of the 

Way” for the wider  community in their locality. The clarion call of John the Baptist is 

part of our preparation too and the following words put this reflection into a more 

modern-day context:- 

 

 “We can only begin on the work involved in if 

 we have looked at the shadows which are inside us all  

 and have not flinched from them, nor sought to cover 

 them up. If you do try to cover them up, they make  

 themselves felt in other unexpected ways. One has to  

 drain them of power by seeing through them. 

     Richard Chartres, Bishop of London 2001 
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The Celtic Monastic Lenten-like  tradition for Advent has long since been overtaken 

by different Christian traditions and by the siren-call of modern-day commercialism. 

But this Advent is very different from previous occasions, with Covid 19 restrictions 

on our lifestyles possibly offering us  time to stop and think and ask ourselves ,” 

What is Advent really about”? Then prayerfully redefine a new way of  truly being 

Advent people to be those watchful, vigilant wideawake people that the scriptures 

challenge us to be.   Instead of worrying about the things that we cannot do or 

cannot have,  to use this “God Given Lockdown” as a gift of space and time to be 

with our Lord. Taking time to be Holy, and have our own personal retreats. Perhaps 

we too can rekindle those ancient traditions of self-examination and have an  Advent 

clean up. 

 

This Celtic tradition is also deeply  in tune with creation and we as Christ’s people 

are caught up in this eternal cycle of life, Creator and created at one in eternal 

harmony. Life goes on and has gone on through plague, war, famine, poverty  and all 

kinds of human disaster and sufferings, and will go on beyond Covid 19 and all other 

future human calamities . The Celtic Love knot symbolises harmony, a symbol of the 

unbroken continuity of God’s love. Reconnecting with creation  is a powerful way to 

energise our spiritual life and experience God’s love in a new and surprising way..  

 

I invite you to do this simple meditation next time you are outside ,whether in your 

garden, having a walk or just on a balcony or patio. 

 

Meditation 

 

Close your eyes and listen to the sounds around you, take note of what you hear and 

thank God for that moment. 

Now open your eyes and look around drinking in the sights and sounds around you.  

Pause and reflect. 

Now spend some time walking around touching and feeling (if appropriate) the tress 

the shrubs and plants. 

 Look for signs of new life in the depth of this winter. 

When you have finished Prayerfully offer up your time and give thanks.  

  

 

   Prayers          Lord,  just and true, 

   you make your salvation known in the sight of the Nations; 

   tune the song of our hearts to the music of creation 

   as you come among us to judge the earth, 

   through our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen  
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Intercessions 
 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, for you have created us out of your love and for 

your love. You have given us eyes to see you, minds to understand you, and hearts to 

love you. Help us to be aware of your presence and your coming to us this day and 

always. We ask your blessing upon all preachers, ministers and messengers of the 

word, that they may proclaim your presence and the coming of your kingdom. We 

remember before you all who seek to witness your abiding love and your dwelling 

among us. We pray for your faithful people as they prepare to celebrate Christmas 

and to rejoice in your love for them. 

Lord, in your Mercy - Hear our prayer 

 

Holy God, the signs in our world of hate, distrust and greed are shown to us every 

day, and are intensified with the challenge of disease affecting your entire world. May 

we see with your eyes the signs of hope and victory; the opportunities for loving 

service, for encouragement, reassurance and thanksgiving. 

Lord, in your Mercy - Hear our prayer 

 

We give you thanks for our homes and our loved ones. At this time of preparation 

for Christmas, help us to make sure we have time for each other and for you O lord. 

We call to mind all who will be lonely and troubled at this time – give them strength 

and hope, and show them the light of your love. 

Lord, in your Mercy - Hear our prayer 

 

We give thanks for our health and well being. We remember in your presence all 

who are suffering illness or injury at this time. May they, and those who care for 

them, know your unending and unerring Love in their darkest time. We ask your 

blessing upon all those who are homeless or hungry and all who fear the future. May 

they know your presence and so have courage and hope in their troubles. 

Lord, in your Mercy - Hear our prayer 

 

We remember those known to us who have recently come to the end of their 

earthly life, and those whose anniversary fall at this time. We pray too for those 

whose lives feel bleak and empty in the loss of a loved one. Give comfort to the 

bereaved and everlasting peace to all who rest in your love. 

Lord, in your Mercy - Hear our prayer 

 

Holy God, your faithful care has brought us safely to this moment; we thank you for 

your constant love, forgiveness, strength and protection. 
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Notices  
 

Sunday Worship this week will be livestreamed from St Julian’s Church on the 

Kingston Buci Facebook Page at 10am. A Zoom chat over coffee after the 

service will start at 11.15am. 

 

Public worship is returning to our churches on the 6th December. Our 

service times are as follows: 

St Nicolas: 8.30am and 10am; St Julian: 10am; St Giles: 11am & Thursdays at 10am at 

St Julian’s.  

Due to limits on seats please book in advance to reserve a place! Please note that 

you must wear a face covering while inside church.  

https://www.trybooking.co.uk/WPM - St Nicolas 

https://www.trybooking.co.uk/WPP - St Giles 

https://www.trybooking.co.uk/WPO - St Julian 

 

Evening Prayer will continue to be streamed daily at 6pm from the Parish of 

Kingston Buci Facebook page. Monday and Thursday & Friday: Revd. Pat; 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Saturday: James Askew. 

 

Private Prayer. Our churches will be open for private prayer as follows: 

• St Nicolas’ – Mondays 10am – 12pm and Thursdays 2pm – 4pm 

• St Julian’s – Sundays 9am – 9:45am (St Julian’s will close again when 

public worship resumes next week). 

 

St Nicolas, Monday 30 November. The church will be open as usual for private 

prayer from 10:00am - 12:00pm, but please note that the electrical sub systems are 

being tested and there may be some disruption. 

 

St Nicolas: Volunteers have been working hard on various jobs in the churchyard 

but we would like more people to help, even if it is just for an hour. Please contact 

Gill Powell or Sue Bartlett (tel. no. on back page). 

 

Resources: There is a new booklet available “Spiritual Resources – for keeping the faith 

aflame while at home” to aid you in your prayers at home while public worship 

remains suspended. It will be attached to the newsletter email this week. If you would 

like a paper copy please contact Fr James.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.trybooking.co.uk/WPM
https://www.trybooking.co.uk/WPP
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Macmillan Cake Sale and St Nicolas Day Sale 

Thank you to all those who supported the St Nicolas Macmillan Cake sale last month, 

we raised an amazing £263.00 with a further £140.00 going to the Friends of St 

Nicolas through jam and chutney sales. 

Our next sale is going to help us celebrate our Patronal Festival. Your cake orders 

will be available to collect after the 8.30am or 10.00am services in St Nicolas Church. 

Please pre-order you cakes, as due to Covid restrictions we do need to minimise the 

amount of time that people are in church. If you are unable to attend, then we will 

still be making deliveries later that morning, so no-one will miss out. A flyer, will be 

sent out soon for this month's selection of cakes, jams, chutneys, and Christmas gift 

sets. To order please phone me on 07901 941127. Helen 

 

Experience Christmas: For Christmas Eve (probably 2-4pm) we are planning to 

create an “Experience Christmas” trail round St Nicolas Church. There will be six 

stations to help you walk through the Christmas story from the Annunciation to the 

arrival of the Wise Men. Planning is ongoing for this and we would be grateful for 

volunteers to help prepare and set up the stations. Detailed ideas for each station will 

be available by next week. Please contact Fr James or Rev Pat if you can help.  

 

Joyce Thompson, RIP: We mourn the death of our dear friend and former 

churchwarden at St Julian’s, Joyce Thompson. She was a much loved member of our 

congregation and a faithful servant of Christ. She was called home on 25th November. 

We will let you know of the funeral arrangements once they are finalized.    

 

Messy Christingle: Messy Church will now be meeting on 12th December 2pm for 

our annual Christingle service. Bookings will be open from this Sunday. Please make 

sure you book in advance as places are limited.  

 

Our Charities 2020: Service by Emergency Rider Volunteers is the charity 

our benefice will be supporting during November. Please give via the collection boxes 

in church or via their website: servsussex.org.uk 

SERV Sussex is a charity that provides night time transportation of blood, blood 

products and other urgent medical items for NHS Hospitals across Sussex. The 

service is provided free of charge to the NHS between the hours of 7pm and 6am, 

365 days of the year via a committed team of volunteer riders and drivers often using 

their own vehicles. 

It may come as a surprise that the NHS has no formal and free way of moving urgent 

blood, samples and patient notes overnight. By providing a free transport service, 

SERV enables hospitals to focus their resources on patient care and eliminate costly 

transport bills. Donating to SERV helps the NHS. 

RNLI charity collection: our Benefice has raised a grand total of £81.16 

Thank you all so much. 
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Here’s a message from the local RNLI fundraising team: 

"Of the countless ways you can make a difference and give money to charity, we're 

honoured and so very grateful you've chosen to save lives at sea. Especially during 

one of the toughest times we have all ever faced - a time when we need each other 

the most. The health crisis has hit our charity hard, yet our lifeboat volunteers are 

busier than ever. This Christmas, our volunteer lifeboat crews will be on call 24/7, 

ready and willing to save lives. Just as they have been throughout the pandemic. They 

will launch around 100 times, leaving their own loved ones at a moment’s notice to 

rescue someone else’s. You’re the lifesaver they need to bring each other - 

and those they rescue - home safe. Thank you”. 

 

Support during Coronavirus Crisis: If you are self-isolating or not able to leave 

your home please ring Fr James (01273 979811) or John Simpson (01273 454006) if 

you need any help with shopping or just want someone to talk to. We have a list of 

volunteers who are happy to help! John and Fr James will then get you in touch with 

one of our helpers. 

During lockdown it’s really important that we support those who are feeling lonely 

and isolated, so the Church has launched Daily Hope - 0800 804 8044 - a free 

phone line offering hymns, prayers and words of comfort. This is for everyone but 

might be especially useful for those without access to the internet. 

Find out more and help us spread the word: http://cofe.io/DailyHope  

The Diocese has launched a Statement for people to take into hospital with 

them. This statement will explicitly declare a person’s Christian faith and request 

access to a Church of England chaplain while in hospital.  A template for this 

statement is available on the Diocesan website: www.chichester.anglican.org and a 

copy has also been distributed with previous newsletters.  

 
Christian Aid write: 

“Christian Aid Week 2020 was certainly a Christian Aid Week we won't forget!  

The coronavirus pandemic affected so much of your planned fundraising but you 

triumphed, you persevered, and you went online. We have been so humbled by the 

dedication you have shown to supporting Christian Aid- not even a global pandemic 

could stop you from standing alongside the most vulnerable. 

In total you raised nearly 4 million pounds and we could not be more grateful for 

all your hard work and passion. Thank you. 

Planning is well underway for Christian Aid Week 2021 and we are as committed as 

you are to this remarkable annual week, where thousands of churches stand together 

with the world’s poorest and most in need. 

We’re not sure what the coronavirus situation will be like next year yet but we’re 

currently developing a range of ideas and activities for Christian Aid Week 2021 that 

will be suitable for whatever social distancing restrictions are in place then.” 

 

about:blank
about:blank
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Giving to our Churches While They Are Closed 

 

A few people have enquired about how they can still make donations while the 

Churches are closed, so here are the details you would need to make a one-off 

online donation directly into the Church bank account or set up a standing order. 
 

We really appreciate each and every contribution, however small, as it helps us to 

continue to be able to pay our Ministry costs and utility bills.  Please note that even 

when we re-open we are very unlikely to be able to accept cash or cheques due to 

the risk of transmission of the virus, which is another reason we're encouraging 

people to change to digital giving, either as a one-off bank transfer or a standing order 

for regular payments. 
 

St Nicolas Church: Sort Code 60-17-01 Account No. 58502912 PCC of Old Shoreham 

 

St Julian’s Church: Sort Code 09-01-55 Account No. 02516704 St Julians Kingston Buci PCC 

 

St Giles’ Church: Sort Code 09-01-51 Account No. 10529308 St Giles Church 

 

If you would like to make a regular contribution you can use this information to set 

up a standing order, which means that you are in complete control of your money, as 

it is your account which initiates the movement of funds and only you can vary the 

amount or stop making payments. 
 

St Nicolas has also got a facility whereby people can make a PayPal donation to the 

Friends of St Nicolas via the website. The plus point of this method is that you can 

use a credit/debit card if you don’t want to use your bank. The link is 

https://saintnicolas.org.uk/donations.htm 
 

Thank you to everyone for your support during these difficult times, we are very 

grateful for your help. 
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Contact Details 
 

Fr James Grant  

Rector 

01273 979811 

vicar@saintnicolas.org.uk  or 

vicar@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

 

Revd. Barbara Wilson  

Deacon 

01273 597243 

barbara.a.wilson@btinternet.com 

 

Revd. Pat Alden  

Hon. Assistant Priest 

07710 283710 

01273 276190 

pat@looksouth.net    

 

Mr James Askew 

Authorised Lay Minister (ALM) 

07934630249 

askew778@btinternet.com  

 

Mrs Sue Bartlett 

Churchwarden, St Nicolas 

01273462951 

sdbusr1948@gmail.com  

 

Mrs Gillian Powell 

Churchwarden, St Nicolas 

01273 464372 

g.y.powell1@ntlworld.com  

 

Mrs Tina Robertson  

Churchwarden, St Julian 

01273 870111/ 07738 620340 

Tinarobertson99@yahoo.co.uk  

 

 

 

Mrs Penny Joseph  

Churchwarden, St Giles 

01273 389629 

penejos@gmail.com  

 

Anna Askew 

PCC Secretary, Kingston Buci 

askew778@btinternet.com  

 

Kingston Buci  

Church Office 

01273 593167 

office@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

 

for Hall bookings: 

St Julian’s Hall: 

Mrs Tina Robertson 

07731 860041 

hallsadmin@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

St Giles’ Hall: 

Mrs Sarah Ringshaw 

01273462100 

stgileshall@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

 

For Safeguarding enquiries or concerns: 

St Nicolas Church 

Mrs Gill Powell 

01273 464372 

St Julian’s Church 

Mrs Gillian Kavanagh-Clarke 

07867 302044 

safeguarding@parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk  

St Giles Church  

Mrs Sarah Ringshaw  

01273 462100 

sarahelaine70@hotmail.com  

 

Notices for the Weekly Newsletter to 

PCC Secretary as above (deadline Thursday @ Noon) 

http://www.saintnicolas.org.uk & www.parishofkingstonbuci.org.uk 

OR visit us on Facebook and Twitter 
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